estates, he always sought out and studied the best expert advice, but exercised on it a sage independent judgment in which bold ness and prudence both played their part, with a psychological preference for boldness. Although he never sought conspicuous leadership in any meeting of a Council or Committee, his mastery of the facts and power of decision gave him an influence which his modesty made pleasant. The Duke was a man for crises, great or small.
Although the Duke was an expert in forestry and arboriculture and added greatly to practical knowledge of these subjects by the research stations he established at Woburn, his chief scientific interest was in zoology. He was elected to the Presidency of the Zoological Society of London in 1899 on the death of Sir William Flower. Dr P. L. Sclater, F.R.S., then secretary, was a man of great scientific distinction and strong personality. Through a long period of office he had improved the general and scientific status of the Society, especially with respect to its library and publica tions, had made large personal contributions to systematic zoology and the distribution of species, besides being a keen supporter of zoological exploration in many parts of the world, and a generous friend to young zoologists. But his bias had been more to the aquisition of 'species new to the collection' or 'new to science' than to the care of the living collection, the hygiene of the animals and the amenities of visitors. Latterly he had been too much in the hands of an inefficient staff. On his resignation in 1902, the Duke at once took over the reins, and was deeply involved in the great series of changes in administration and policy which from 1903 to 1935 gave the Society continuously increasing prosperity, reputation and usefulness. Three great experiments, the moving of the offices from Hanover Square to Regent's Park, the construction of the Aquarium, and Whipsnade, could not have been carried out without the President's strong support. The first was strongly opposed not only in the Council but by many Fellows and even legal steps were taken against it. The second was regarded as extremely precarious, but the Duke showed his confidence by agreeing, jointly with the Fishmongers' Company, to guarantee the annual payments of a sinking fund to repay the necessary loan. Fortunately the success was so immediate that the whole cost was paid off within two years. The Duke took most personal delight in Whipsnade. About a year before his death he walked with the present writer round the circular avenue of the Park, and stopping to look up the valley over the watershed between the Thames and the Ouse, said, 'Well, when we are both long dead and forgotten, at least we shall have left our mark on this bit of beautiful England'.
His private collection of living creatures in Woburn Park is justly famed throughout the world. Through the late Carl Hagenbeck and other collectors, he spent large sums in obtaining and bringing home animals for acclimatization, and spared no money or pains on their care. There, for the first time, Prevalsky's Horse, the only genuine wild horse in existence, was seen in Europe. During the Great War the European Bison was extermin ated in its native wilds in Lithuania and the Caucasus. Remember ing that the American Bison, when nearly extinct, was recovered by breeding largely from examples in captivity, the Duke joined efforts to take similar steps with the even finer European species. He was a chief supporter of the European Bison Society which formed a stud-book of the known survivors, and acquired a few examples for Woburn where they are being nursed into the beginnings of a herd. After the fall of Pekin and the sacking of the Royal Park, he secured the only surviving examples of the herd of Pere David's Deer, a species of unknown origin, and had them brought to Woburn. There they have increased in numbers, the only living examples of the species. Fortunately his son, now the twelfth Duke of Bedford, is also a skilled naturalist, and may be trusted to do his best for this unique heritage.
Eland antelopes thrive on moderately sheltered pasturage in this country and become almost domesticated animals, at least as safe as many breeds of cattle. There was a fine herd at Woburn, and one of the interesting experiments made by the Duke was to see if an addition could not be made to the daily round of beef and mutton. Accordingly he had some young bull calves castrated and reared for the table. However, he and several of his friends, including the present writer, agreed that Eland meat had neither the specific merits of venison nor the succulence of good beef or mutton.
By disposition the Duke was a rather old-fashioned country gentleman, not fond of company, but taking his pleasure in fishing, shooting, natural history and estate management. Neither hunting nor racing had any attraction for him. He rather disliked motor-cars, using them only as a convenience in transport. He detested yachts and aeroplanes, but kept a magnificent yacht and afterwards a fleet of aeroplanes for the Duchess who made many long voyages at sea chiefly in quest of observation on birds, and in late life became a pioneer airwoman who made sensational trips, and finally perished over the North Sea.
In politics the Duke, originally a Liberal, passed over to the Conservative side through Liberal-Unionism, but maintained the traditions of his family by allowing the fullest scope of opinion to others. It was the good fortune of the present writer to be closely associated with him for nearly forty years, directly in connexion with the Zoological Society and zoological affairs, but incidentally in many other respects. He has never known any one more modest about his wide attainments and unusual ability, with a greater sense of duty to his country and to his King, or more conscientiously resolved to accept the responsi bilities of his wealth and position. He was courteous, almost deferential to every one, and the kindest of friends.
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